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Summer Reading 2022
7th Grade Reading List

What you will be graded on:
1. This will be your first TWO grades for the first trimester.
2. You will receive a grade for a test
3. You will receive a separate project grade for a book cover.

What you need to do to begin your new literature class with an A:
I. are to choose two (2) books from the following list.  You will read the books, you will take

notes and sometime during the first week when we return to school in August, (!) you will
have a reading comprehension test on ONE of the two books you have chosen.

A. You will NOT get to choose which book you will be tested on.  You must know
details about both books--so take good notes for BOTH books!

B. You do not need to turn in your notes because your notes will become YOUR
study guide. If you don’t take good notes, you will not do well on your test.

1. The notes you may use MUST be handwritten.
2. Only handwritten notes will be allowed during the test:

II. You are to design a cover for one book.
A. Your cover is YOUR choice.
B. Your cover must depict something that is symbolic to the book.
C. You will be expected to explain why you designed your book cover as you did.

1. This presentation will be given in front of your peers.
III. Your cover must show thought and creativity.

A. You may use posterboard, cardstock, or create a canvas.
1. There are examples of student’s paintings hanging in my classroom.
2. Your cover should be no larger than a posterboard
3. Your cover should not be smaller than 5x10.

B. You can use any medium you want; paints, colored pencils, markers, etc.
1. No ripped (spiral “hairy”) paper.
2. No looseleaf or college/wide ruled lined paper.

..What you need to know for the test:
1. You will need to know the following literary elements in both books:

a. Author d. Protagonist g. Antagonist
b. Theme e.  Conflict h. Type of Character
c. Genre f.  Sub-Genre i. Symbolism/Symbols

2. You will be asked specific plot questions. (Pay attention to details)
a. What does a character see, hear, taste, touch, smell, feel
b. How and why do things occur
c. Where and When do things occur
d. Why does a character do what he/she does



i. Small details might not be minor.
4. Pay attention to family relationships

b. Be able to identify even minor characters

The 7th Grade choices (includes 8th Grade choices):
Easier Novels:

a. The Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling *Former BOB book
b. Greetings from Witness Protection by Jack Burt *Former BOB book
c. Wink by Rob Harrell
d. I am David by Anne Holm
e. Restart by Gordon Korman *Former BOB book
f. The Book of Boy by Catherine Gilbert Murdock *Former BOB book
g. Pay Attention Carter Jones by Gary D. Schmidt *Former BOB book

Historical Fiction:
a. Death Comes for the Archbishop by Willa Cather
b. The Ark by Margot Benary-Isbert (Out of print)
c. The Long Way Home by Margot Benary-Isbert (Out of print)
d. Refugee by Alan Gratz *Former BOB book

Classical Fiction:
a. Lilies of the Field by William Edmund Barrett
b. Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
c. Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
d. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
e. Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Orczy
f. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
g. Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
h. The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkein

Nonfiction Biographies
a. With God in Russia by Fr. Walter Ciszek S.J
b. Lincoln’s Spymaster Allan Pinkerton America’s First Private Eye by Samantha Seiple
c. The Notorious Benedict Arnold by Steve Sheinkin
d. Longitude; The True Story of a Lone Genius by Dava Sobel

Religious Books:
a. Saint Philip by Francis X. Connolly (Ignatius Press)
b. Saint Therese by Helen Walker Homan (Ignatius Press)
c. Rome Sweet Home by Scott Hahn
d. Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis


